The Practical Professor
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Quick and easy tips, questions, and suggestions for improving teaching and learning.

Some Strengths I Have
Student Feedback Technique Series #2

How do we move from a “one size fits all – this course will be almost exactly like the
one I taught last year” model of teaching to one that is more diagnostically based where
we modify what we do based upon the actual students in a course? Try using some
Student Feedback Techniques (SFT).
Quick to administer, quick for students to fill out, quick for us to review these tools help
move us from the “one size fits all” model to one based upon diagnostic techniques.
Having information about the particular students we have in a specific course allows us
to target how we teach. Incidentally, you may have heard these techniques referred to
as “Classroom Assessment Techniques” or “CATs” but we prefer the above term given
the connotations of the word “assessment”.
When using an SFT tell students you need their input to target the course to their
needs, strengths and weaknesses. Reassure them that these are not evaluation tools,
that you need their honest answers, and that you will give them feedback on what you
learn and how you will use their information. Allow 10 minutes for students to
complete.
We will provide one of these SFT’s each month. Here is the first one.
Student Background: What do our students know? What skills or knowledge do they
bring to a course? Few of our students believe they bring much; many are fairly
isolated from what they consider to be the educational inner track. Start challenging
the assumptions they have about being empty vessels waiting for you to heave in
information with this SFT. This is one of the few times you should ask students to put
their name on one of these.
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Some Strengths I Have
Everyone brings a great deal of information and experience to a course. We can have a
more effective course if I know more about you so that I can mold the course somewhat
to fit the needs of students in this course. Therefore, I need you to identify your
strengths. Thanks for your help! Please put your name on this.
Work or life experiences that you have had that you believe are relevant to what we will
be studying in this course include (please explain f you think it will help me understand
what you mean) …

Skills or knowledge that you have that you think will be valuable in this course include
(please explain a little if you think it will help me) …

Other courses, programs, or activities you have had that you believe will help you
understand some of the subject matter in this course include (please explain a if you
think it will help me) …
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