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The 5 Most Important Topics 

Student Feedback Technique Series #4 

 

This week’s Student Feedback Technique (SFT) provides a double-benefit.  First, it 

helps you get students to reflect upon what they are learning.  Second, another key to 

diagnostic-based teaching is knowing if students are receiving what we are teaching.  

Do expect a range of responses because students take a course for all sorts of reasons.  

However, if you are being clear, many responses should reflect what you have 

emphasized. 

 

The SFT appears below, but here is the process: 

 

Ask students to…   

 Fill out this SFT individually and anonymously in 5 – 6 minutes 

 Be as complete as they can be in their responses – emphasize that there are no 

“right answers” 

 Do not consult with each other before you answer 

 

Finally, tell students that you will review their responses and tell them how you plan to 

use the information. 

 

Analyze their responses.  Do most include topics you believe students should be listing 

as “important topics” in your course?  Is there too much of a spread of topics (if so, what 

can you do in the future to better emphasize what you consider the most important 

topics)?  Are there some students who agree upon a topic that you do not feel is really 

that important (if so, ask students to voluntarily tell you why they feel it important to 

get more insight)?   How will this information change the way you teach the course in 

the future? 

 

In the next The Practical Professor:  Tip Series #4 

  

The Practical Professor 
No. 13 

Quick and easy tips, questions, and suggestions for improving teaching and learning. 

 



The 5 Most Important Topics 
 

 

I need your help.  At this point in the course, I need to know what you think the “5 most 

important topics” are that we have studied. 

 

Please do not put your name on this – it is not a quiz and there are no wrong answers.  

Also, please just give me your personal response; do not check with each other.  You do 

not need to explain the topic, or define it.   

 

This will provide me valuable information both as I prepare further instruction and for 

the next time I teach this course. 

 

 

1. 

 

 

2. 

 

 

3. 

 

 

4. 

 

 

5. 

 
 

 

 

 

Thank you for your input! 
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No. 21 – Learning Based Ways to End Lessons  
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Contact your campus Teaching and Learning Consultant (TLC) or e-mail us at: 

JFinckel@asnuntuck.edu or WSearle@asnuntuck.edu  
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