
Sept. 11  
The power of vulnerability 
Brené Brown studies human connection -- our ability to 
empathize, belong, love. In a poignant, funny talk, she 
shares a deep insight from her research, one that sent her 
on a personal quest to know herself as well as to             
understand humanity. A talk to share. 
 

Sept. 25 
Inside the mind of a master                
procrastinator 
Tim Urban knows that procrastination doesn't make sense, 
but he's never been able to shake his habit of waiting until 
the last minute to get things done. In this  hilarious and   
insightful talk, Urban takes us on a journey through 
YouTube binges, Wikipedia rabbit holes and bouts of     
staring out the window -- and encourages us to think  
harder about what we're really procrastinating on, before 
we run out of time. 
 

Oct. 9  
What does my headscarf mean to you? 
What do you think when you look at this speaker? Well, 
think again. (And then again.) In this funny, honest,        
empathetic talk, Yassmin Abdel-Magied challenges us to 
look beyond our initial perceptions, and to open doors to 
new ways of supporting others. 
 

Oct. 23 
My stroke of insight 
Jill Bolte Taylor got a research opportunity few brain       
scientists would wish for: She had a massive stroke, and 
watched as her brain functions -- motion, speech, self-
awareness -- shut down one by one. An astonishing story. 
 

Nov. 13  
The untapped genius that could change 
science for the better  
Jedidah Isler dreamt of becoming an astrophysicist since 
she was a young girl, but the odds were against her: At 
that time, only 18 black women in the United States had 
ever earned a PhD in a physics-related discipline. In this 
personal talk, she shares the story of how she became the 
first black woman to earn a PhD in astrophysics from Yale -
- and her deep belief in the value of diversity to science 
and other STEM fields. "Do not think for one minute that 
because you are who you are, you cannot be who you    
imagine yourself to be," she says. "Hold fast to those 
dreams and let them carry you into a world you can't even 
imagine." 
 

Nov. 27 
The danger of a single story  
Our lives, our cultures, are composed of many overlapping 
stories. Novelist Chimamanda Adichie tells the story of 
how she found her authentic cultural voice -- and warns 
that if we hear only a single story about another person or 
country, we risk a critical misunderstanding. 
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